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TWO POPULAR HOTELS IN CENTRAL LONDON 


OPPOSITE THE BRITISH MUSEUM 


THACKERAY HOTEL 


GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 


NEAR THE BRITISH MUSEUM 


KINGSLEY HOTEL 


HART STREET, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.1 


200 Rooms in each Hotel Hot & Cold Water & Electric Fires in all Bedrooms 
Comfort and Refinement a number of which are fitted with Private Bathrooms 


BEDROOM, BATH AND BREAKFAST 
from 8/6 per night 
INCLUSIVE TERMS ON APPLICATION 


Telegrams : 
Thackeray Hotel, “THACKERAY, LONDON” Kingsley Hotel, “BOOKCRAFT, LONDON” 


‘Blunt C> » Sons. 


The most Famous Library Binding 
THE FACSIMILE PUBLISHERS’ BINDING 
—THE GENUINE FACSIMILE—STILL UNSURPASSED 


“ Ideal” Construction, Guarded Every Leaf with our Improved Serrated Edge 
Guards, Sewn on 4 unbleached Linen Tapes, inserted into Split Millboards. 
Covered in Winterbottom’s Imperial Morocco Cloth, Fast Finish, or Buckrams 
to match the Original Publishers’ Covers. Blocked with the Publishers’ 
Original Designs from the Original Blocks. 


AN INFINITE VARIETY at 1/11 per volume, Crown Sv. 


The Complementary \, Leather (acid-free) Style at the same price in Bright 
Attractive Colours. - 


N orth Acton Rd., Ha Harlesden, London 
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The Library World February, 1935 
Editorial 


Tuts month is that in which librarians of public libraries are concerned with budgets. In spite of 
occasional croakings, it is fair to say that the worst of the crisis is over, and, if prosperity is not 
here, it is at least on the way. It will be interesting to learn if the cuts which some libraries had 
to make in their ne ar ma will be continued this year. Libraries have demonstrated beyond 
disproof that they have played a part in the depression in raising some of the gloom from the minds 
of the people, and can make reasonable claim to have financial consideration of the fact. For- 
tunately, in our worst times, the grotesque cutting which public libraries in the United States 
to win unt here. 
* 


* * * * * 
Librarians do not concern themselves perhaps as much as they might with their salaries in 
these or in the pages of any library journal, but we hope that this year may see some improvement 
in the salaries of library workers. Sir Hilton Young told the House of Commons on January 28th 
that most local authorities have restored salary and wage reduétions in full, and only a few have 
not restored any part of them. That is something. It was a forlorn hope that Mr. McEntee 
gallantly expressed when he asked if the Minister of Health would “ issue a circular to local 
authorities generally asking that the amounts already stopped shall be returned ?”’, and got the 
monosyllabic “ No” for his pains. Library salaries are improving, we believe, but very gradually. 
The chief librarians of great cities are badly paid, and this has a most unfortunate influence on the 
salaries paid in smaller towns. 
* * * . * * 

Our pages this month are partly concerned with the question of library counters. This a 
to be a merely mechanical question, but the human interest of it is great enough for those who 
take an intelligent view of ihexy service. Lately librarians have brought their skill and thought 
to bear upon the question of the elimination of fatigue in counter operations. Some of us can 


femember the hours we have spent bending over a rather es ae itched, and often 


otherwise awkward counter, charging and discharging books in much ty, and at the end 
of the day or at the end of our spell, being so fatigued that we were, to quote an old phrase, bone 
tired. The solutions at present proposed are ingenious. There is the rotating charging desk 
used at Leeds which has received mention elsewhere in these ; in this, the assistant domg 
the discharging sits before a round table on which are piace chihi-riie the trays holding the 
charges. This table rotates at a touch of the finger, and the assistant merely sits at it and the readers 
all come to one point to return their books. At Croydon, experiment is being made at the preseat 
Moment with a sliding counter, having somewhat the same effect. Here the assistant sits at a 
central point and the whole charging system can be moved right or left at a touch of his —— A 
third system is that which is in operation at Leyton, where the counter itself is made in a half-moon 
shape, and the charging trays are arranged, again clock-wise, round it. Here the assistant sits on 
& rotating seat, and he, or she, not the charges, turns round. Some people think that the ideal 
system has been reached at Dagenham, where the whole of the charging‘and discharging of books 
is done in a separate apartment outside the entrance to the library; that is to say, the charging 
staff for the time being does nothing else but this work and cannot be interrupted by questions on 
the choice of books. These are left to assistants who are at liberty for this work amongst the shelves, 
a very desirable practice. * * * * * * 

There are still several problems of charging which may exercise the brains of our younger 
Colleagues, and may even win them some reputation. There is need for a method of charging 
Which will indicate not only the whereabouts of a particular book, but what particular borrower 
holds it. The method must be one that does not involve writing. We have studied, of coursz, 
With care the systems that are used in the United States, especially the Newark charging system 
Which now — to be the favourite there. With the staffs that are used in British public libraries, 
Which are smaller than those in American libraries, we doubt if any charging system which involves 
the a&t of writing is a possible one. _It is no unusual thing for a staff of eight assistants to cover a 
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twelve-hour day in an English public library and in that time to issue more than 3,000 volumes. 
If the aét of writing even a single number for each of these were involved, the staff would have to 
be increased considerably. Has any of our readers made any attempt at a solution of this particular 
problem ? * * * * * * 

Several journals, and a few librarians, seem to be concerned still with the now common- 

parte 7 of the twopenny library. An interesting correspondence has occurred in John o’ 

’s Weekly, and we have already made reference to a leading article in Life and Letters which 
we see has been answered at great length by various members of our profession; some of the 
answers being not exactly discreet and not always in agreement with common views. The arguments 
are the contradictory ones that the public library is not affected, except in its fiction issues, by the 
twopenny library, and that these libraries are a boon because they remove an undesirable type of 
pan And, on the other hand, that libraries are so out-of-date that the reader has turned to the 
twopenny library, relieved to find there what he has looked for in vain on the public library shelves. 
nape: fre now leads us to the conclusion that the loss of the readers to the twopenny library 
isa loss because it is found that there is a decline, not so great proportionately but nevertheless 
real, in the reading of non-fiction from those libraries which have been affected by their twopenny 
competitors. If we once get readers into our libraries, we can perhaps encourage them to read 
other books than fiction ; but if they do not come, the opportunity is not there to be taken. We 
notice that one writer says that he has never been able to borrow Bennett’s O/d Wives Tale or 
Kipling’s Staley from his se library, but he borrows the former on his first visit to the new 
twopenny one. “‘ Since then,” he goes on, “I have feasted on Walpole, Priestley, Compton 
Mackenzie, Beverley Nichols, and a great many interesting books that have been quite unobtainable 
at the free library.” Then he goes on to the crux of the indictment. “The municipal library has 
(or had) about 12,000 borrowers’ tickets issued, and yet has usually provided one copy only of a 
well-known book by a popular author. Once I suggested a second copy and was told that there 
did not appear much point in the suggestion as they already had a copy.” It may be that there are 
wang still working on so antiquated a system as this letter indicates ; the letter could not have 
n written without some such experience on the part of the writer. Perhaps a new policy on the 
part of the public library is necessary. Should the public library not adopt universally the notion 
that a large number of copies of a good book are better than one copy each of the many less desirable 
books ? Should not the library abolish the rather out-of-date rule that fiction cannot be reserved 
until it is about ten years old? Is not too much time and money wasted on the rebinding of 
ordinary fiction ; should not the public library withdraw it and replace by new copies or new books 
rather than retain the old? Some librarians are already working to this end. 
* * * * * . 

To continue the matter, however, there should be in every district one place where novels 
which have taken a hold on the hearts and minds of people should be available. If, for example, 
the public library withdrew all the novels of Wilkie Collins, except say The Woman in White, would 
that not be a disservice to the community? There are many readers who desire to renew their 
youth and who do find in such authors as Wilkie Collins quite legitimate recreation. Moreover, 
these records of a world that has passed away, are surely much more novel than books which 
describe the life which we see around us. It comes back again, we suppose, to the old question 
of whether a library should be merely a working collection of the books which the people want for 
the moment and that only, or whether, as Mr. Jasturged in his memorable address at the last 
Conference, it should be a representative collection of books. We note with much amusement and 
with considerable interest that Mr. Savage and Mr. Jast are carrying on a duel as to the interpreta- 
tion of a good library stock. These letters are appearing in The Library Association Record, and we 
hope they will be continued, as they are some of the best examples of library controversy ona 
fairly high plane that we have met recently. On the matter at issue, there will always be a difference 
of opinion, but there can be no doubt in the minds of those who have considered it, that in a fairly 
large town which is not adjacent to a greater town the library must endeavour to be representative. 
A library which can give the reader the latest Wilder and is unable to supply Don Quixote or Tom 
Jones is only half a library. As for the twopenny libraries, they will find their level in due course, 
and the librarian who is increasing his stock by the addition of books which he knows to be good, 
will in the long run have nothing to fear from their competition. 
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A Service-Counter for a Large Library 
By ALAN TxHompson, F.L.A. (Bolton Public Libraries.) 


BELIEVING that the stereotyped reétangular service-counter does not quite meet the needs 
of the lending library of to-day, I ventured, in the May, 1932, number of this journal, to put 
forward an alternative design. As I then had in mind the particular requirements of the 
small town, or branch, library, I now give plans of a counter for use in a large library, together 
with the following notes :— 


PLAN. 

1.—Recognises that it requires three times as long to discharge books as charge them 
by providing “In” counters of proportionately greater extent—their actual net being 
determined by the size of the issue, the amount of space the latter occupies, and the number 
of assStants it is proposed to employ there at any one time. 

2.—These long “In” counters ensure orderly queueing. 

3.—The floor area occupied by the two enclosures is little greater than that covered 
by a rectangular enclosure, with space for but half the number of issue trays and half the 
number of assistants working at the discharge counter. 

4.—The service-counter being spread out over the width of the department, 
oversight is obtainable, whether the book-stacks be arranged in parallel rows at right angles 
to the entrance wall, or on the radiating principle. 

5-—Returned books are accommodated, until such time as they are shelved, on trolleys, 
which are made to fit under the “In” counters,* or to be placed against the blank walls 
immediately behind. 


EXIT ONLY. 
DATED DATED 
BLACK RED 


A Service CounTrerR FoR A LARGE Lrprary. 
WORKING. 

A minimum Staff of two is required—one for each enclosure. 

Issue.—All borrowers leave by the centre wickets, having their books stamped in black 
if dated at enclosure “A” and in red if dated at enclosure “ B.” 

Discharge —Incoming borrowers with books dated in b/ack enter by the door on the 
left; those with books dated in red by the door on the right. Appropriate illuminated signs 
over each doorway give the necessary direction to borrowers. 

While it is usual for libraries splitting their issues into parallel sequences to secure their 
division by a use of borrowers’ names—all books issued to borrowers jwhose names begin 
with the letters “A” to “ L” forming one sequence, and those with the letters “ M ” to “ Z” 
the other, in practice this method has one serious objeéction. 

A borrower taking out several books and using them for tickets of varying name must 
note and remember the name in which each has been issued, if he is to return them to the 
tight counter. This means a slowing-down in the speed of book issues, in that the book- 
card must be “ married” to the appropriate borrower’s ticket at the exaét time of issue in 
order that the borrower may know which book is on which ticket. Books returned to the 
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wrong counter are a source of annoyance to both staff and public, the former only discovering 
the fault through failure to effeét their discharge, and the latter when told to take them to 
another counter. 

When, however, the division of issue is made by colour, no such confusion arises; 
neither is special sorting required to obtain the two groups. The date colour indicates to 
borrowers the counters at which they must return their books, while the use of tickets of 
different names makes no matter since all books returned by one borrower are stamped a 
similar colour unless taken out at different times and not dated at the same counter. The 
check at the exit counter is thus limited to ensuring that tickets of the right kind and number 
are used for books issued. The question of “ which book is on which ticket ” does not arise. 
It makes no difference in which colour books are dated; accordingly outgoing patrons 
have the choice of either counter at which to have their books stamped, and can, therefore, 
sele& the least busy. 

The date colour is always there to indicate to a borrower, without any feat of memory 
on his part, the counter at which he must deliver up a certain book, and in the event of him, 
for any reason, getting to the wrong counter the colour would again tell-tale to the assistant. 


Regional Libraries and the National Library Service 
By Arruur D. Roserts (Birmingham Public Libraries). 


Arrer a further survey of the professional literature on the subject of regional libraries I 
feel compelled to restri&t myself in this second article to a discussion of their future. The 
mention of small details such as the need for some standard filing rules to govern the arrange- 
ment of the entries in the catalogues does not seem to be as important as a discussion of the 
utility of the catalogue itself. A comprehensive survey of the work of the Bureaux makes 
it quite clear that the differences, both of practice and possibilities, inherent in the divergent 
nature of the areas covered, are very wide. Although I have been forced to draw largely 
on my personal experience in watching the operation of the West Midlands Bureaux I hope 
that my generalisations will not be invalidated thereby. . 

I have come to the conclusion that an extension of the services of the Bureaux involving 
some measure of national financial support would be the best step possible and that the 
National Committee on Regional Co-operation should make this an objective. Whereas 
some areas may Sag on a comparatively small scale at a fairly low cost others are at present 
definitely unwieldy. The organization of a Bureau with a union catalogue at headquarters 
as an economival proposition for all or most of the participating libraries assumes that the 
co-operating libraries will be frequently requesting abstruse, classical or rare books and that 
the work of lending will be shared fairly equably by those libraries. This is certainly not 
the situation in the West Midlands. That there is doubt in official circles at present about 
the value of the union catalogue is shown by the fa& that the Library Association Council 
accepted a recommendation early last year from its committee on co-operation suggesting 
that future Bureaux should operate for an experimental period without one. The report 
of this committee goes on to say :— 

It will be noted that in these recommendations it is not suggested that the practice 
at present in force in the existing regional areas is necessarily the wrong one. It is, 
however, suggested that while the regional library systems are stillin their experimental 
Stage it might be helpful for purposes of comparison if some future regional system 
would experiment on the lines indicated. 

The Yorkshire Bureau was very wise to begin without a union catalogue. In regions 
were there are a number of libraries of a fairly large size and lending is likely to be shared 
among them a union catalogue may be economical, but where one or two libraries, or a few 
at.the most, are called upon to supply nearly all the loans the situation is different. Co-- 
operation on the scale I am going to envisage would be impossible without a union catalogue, 
yet the trouble and cost of incorporating, for example, the catalogue of the Birmingham Public 
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Libraries in that of the West Midlands Bureau seems hardly justified bearing in mind its use 
at present. The fa& that the duplicates are at the National Central Library does not justify 
it. Mr. Burgess has said of the Bureaux :—(1) 

The question is, not whether they should exist, but on what terms they are to 
continue to exist. : 

This applies with particular force to the question of the union catalogue. 

It was suggested in the first place and has been constantly reiterated that on the com- 
pletion of the union catalogue participating libraries would be able to share more equably 
the loaning of the books and so relieve the heavy demand on the headquarters library. This 
has not proved to be the case in some areas, and besides it will always be quicker for books 
to be provided from the library housing the Bureau even when there are other copies else- 
where in the area. The sharing of loans is a myth in the West Midlands and in South Wales. 
It is obvious that many of the smaller libraries, if they are to benefit by these schemes, must 
request and receive books which are likely to be in circulation in the large city libraries. 
Blatant abuses of the systems such as the requesting of extremely popular books which have 
been published within the current month or so are clearly offensive. Yet it is not easy for 
the large library to refuse the loan of such books to the offending library. It endangers the 
existence of the system. This again seems to apply particularly to the West Midlands and 
South Wales. 

A reduétion in the cost of postage would ameliorate the present position, but in itself 
would not be sufficient. I have estimated that the 3,185 books loaned by the Birmingham 
Public Libraries last year cost the city at least 1s. 6d. per book. The cost of postage is in 
addition to this, but that part of the expense falls on the borrowing library. This figure 
was arrived at without attempting to assess several services provided free to the Bureau 
by the city. In return for this expenditure Birmingham borrowed 96 books, most of which 
could have been, or were, borrowed without the machinery of the Bureau. Mr. Sexton’s 
article (2) informs us of 

“ one library whose net income from the regional scheme is £56, and which is spending 

nearly {500 on salaries alone in running the scheme ” [in South Wales]. 

The motives behind the actions of these two city libraries in gratituously extending their 
services beyond their areas were of the highest order and some of the criticism of them is 
extremely parochial. Yet the responsibilities and expenses incurred by them provide a strong 
case for national financial support. The Welsh Bureau has already forwarded a recommenda- 
tion to the National Committee on Regional Co-operation for an application to be made for 
vernment grants. The National Central Library will be mainly dependent on national 
cial support when the grants from the Carnegie Trustees cease. Though the justifica- 
tion for central finance is not so great in other areas it is obvious that it would bring benefits. 
The method of assessing contributions is ludricously complicated in most cases. Individual 
libraries cannot be compelled to subscribe to the National Central Library. The process 
of coercing backward libraries in this, as in other fields is cumbersome in the extreme. A 
flat rate over a large area might be an alternative to government support. Mr. Cashmore 
declared, following a meeting at Halesowen early last year : 

What I should like to see would be the whole of the Midlands, which comprises a 
population of something like 7,000,000, linked up for library purposes. With every 
person paying a rate for library purposes it would be possible to give to the resident 
of Rowley Regis almost as good a library service as the City of Birmingham. 

The desire to extend to the inhabitants of the less densely populated as many of the services 
furnished by the large city library as possible is highly meritorious. Government grants 
to age the National Central Library and the Regional Bureaux would be equivalent 
to a flat rate over the whole of the country. Part of this grant would pay for the administra- 
tive machinery of the Bureaux and part might, if necessary, subsidise the book fund of the 
libraries providing the most loans to make possible the duplication of titles in demand. 


(1) “Library Assistant,” Vol. 27, Mar. 1934, p. 61. 
(2) “Library Assistant,” Vol. 26, Oct., 1933, p. 179. 
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The Bureau itself might keep a stock of reference books in constant demand and a small 
bibliographical colleétion on the lines of that at the National Central Library. The latter 
might, on occasion, be loaned to areas commencing new services. The next step would 
be partly to decentralise the supply of books to classes, study circles, etc. Although the 
National Central Library has been doing good work in this direétion and good efforts have 
been made locally in several areas, in the majority of places the provision appears to be paltry 
or non-existent. On a regional basis with sets of the most advanced and abstruse works at 
the National Central Library it should prove to be much more economical. This would 
be a step towards co-operative book-buying. A glance at a regional catalogue not only 
reveals the resources of the libraries in the areas, it also reveals the heterogenous nature of 
their stocks and the amazing gaps that exist. A limited extension of the principle of speciali- 
zation within each region and co-operative book-buying would remedy this state of affairs. 
On the publication of a standard work at a rather prohibitive price we should say “ we want 
many copies of this work but can only afford so many. We will locate them by agreement 
at the following centres in the area.” There is no reason why the staff of the Regional Bureaux, 
working in co-operation with the special libraries in the area, should not attempt to answer 
subjeét enquiries from small libraries providing they are of a serious nature. 

Having satisfactorily set in order the library service in each region the regions need 
co-ordinating on a national scale. A reviewer in Nature, discussing the new edition of the 
World List of Scientific Periodicals, says :— 

The volume before us shows that for a considerable proportion of periodicals 
extant no copy at all, to judge by the 187 representative libraries peeled yee: in 
Great Britain. Sometimes this is true of a third or more of the items tn a page column. 
Such deficit of intake of foreign scientific literature must i# fo¢o amount to more than 
a negligible disadvantage to the country. . . . One feature of library operation which 
perusal of the list stresses for avoidance in undue overlap of intake . . . 

A similar State of affairs exists as regards periodicals outside the scope of the World Lif. 
Who has bound volumes of the American Story or our New Stories, for example? As regards 
the world af books a concerted effort should be made by the larger libraries to obtain a more 
representative stock of books published in foreign languages as well as the extremely expensive 
English works. A national body would personally approach each special library not already 
a member of a Regional Library or an Outlier of the National Central Library with a view 
to their making available their stocks. The covering of as extensive an area as possible 
would be accomplished by a 4 division of the field of labour. To quote a recent example : 
On the publication of a work like the second volume of Puppe and Stauber’s Wa/zwerkwesen 
a decision should be made that it should be purchased by at least one library, possibly in 
this case the Science Library, and arrangements made for its purchase. It would be probably 
more useful to locate many of these books in public libraries rather than at the National 
Central Library so that they would be avilable for use if not requested elsewhere. This 
co-operative book-seleé&tion would depend on the willingness of the librarians of the lar 

libraries to sanction important loans from their stock. The policy of loaning such works 
as the one just quoted to a library sending a legitimate request, bearing in mind the faé that 
equally valuable works could be borrowed in exchange would surely be justified. Granted 
regional and national co-operation in book-buying some form of printed notification might 
be needed to make the books available as quickly as possible. The large libraries would be 
able (as they are now, on a small scale, with the help of such tools as the Wor/d Liff)toforego 
the machinery of the Bureaux and apply direét to the library holding the book or periodical. 
The time-lag using the present machinery is often prohibitive. The principles governing 
the selection of titles for inclusion would have to be carefully worked out. Let us imagine 
the Library Association or some central body issuing a regular periodical with topical 
information about new books as a guide for the smaller libraries. The staff would be 
intimately in touch with the publishing world of all countries. The Science Library already 
cuts up the national bibliographies to form a complete list of scientific and technical works. 
Our national body might cover the-rest of the field and place the most important titles before 
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periodical meetings of a national committee. The librarians and possibly representatives 
of their committees if necessary would be present and bring with them titles already in 
demand. Following these meetings lists of the most important works discussed would be 
printed with locations and an annual index as a supplement to the national magazine at a 
special rate. Specimen copies of all new periodicals would be examined and reported on. 

The contents of the last two paragraphs should be read as suggestions which may be 
capable of realisation in the future. National financial support, or the solidification of library 
areas are probably rather distant, but I believe that the deficiencies in the national bookstock, 
the backwardness of many areas reflecting on the public library service as a whole, and the 
difficulties of our present co-operative schemes give them some urgency. The step from the 
recording of books to co-operative bookbuying will probably be the most difficult in praétice. 
It might be argued the trouble and expense of travelling to meetings and the correspondence 
involved would make it unworkable. Organised specialisation, as suggested by Mr. 
McColvin in a recent number of the Library Review, would do much gu but the scope 
of the scheme appears to me to be limited. It would not obviate the need for co-operation 
between the largest libraries. Library co-operation is as yet in its infancy and it is difficult 
at present to forecast its future. If any deficiencies be found in our present methods I believe 
the remedy lies in advancing to more co-operation rather than less. I understand that the 
regional scheme for Scotland is being formed and that it is likely that legislation will be 
proceeded with to enable the burgh libearies to join. What a splendid chance for a liberally 
worded Aé that would enable the work of co-operation to advance far beyond the stage 
reached in England at present | 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ZENODOTUS, Books Lisrarigs. 
Recently a gentleman of high military rank wrote to me saying that he had purchased 

a book which bore the labels oad stamp of my library, and would I “ send him a note that it 
had been properly acquired by him?” A few minutes consideration, checked by search, 
convinced me that the book had been stolen by the person who had sold it to him, or by 
someone else. I recovered the book. Now this appears to me an instance, which I have 
seen repeated in other forms on several occasions, of something which ought not to happen 
in connexion with public library books. I do not know of any public library in the country 
which actually sells its surplus books; but there may be such libraries. Some uniform 
method of looking at this subject should be devised. It is unlawful for any citizen to be in 
unauthorised possession of a soe library book—or so say some of our rules and regulations. 
The bookseller, then, who sells a public library book is obviously a receiver, possibly uncon- 
scious, of stolen goods, as we cannot suppose for a moment that he can have stolen it himself. 
What has happened is that a reader has borrowed a book, surreptitiously or openly, from a 
es library, and has moved house, taking the book with his own books, and therefore it 
ils to get back to the library. Something happens that causes the collection to be sold, and 
the bookseller, buying at auction by the bundle, gets an occasional public library book. It 
appears to me to be his obvious duty to communicate with the library from which the book 
came, and the library should do what it can to recompense him for postage in return. When 
books are sold from libraries (a most undesirable practice, do you not think ?), they should 
certainly be stamped “ withdrawn” or “ sold” and be signed or definitely marked, so that 
there can be no doubt in the mind of the purchaser that he is getting a legitimate purchase. 
Once upon a time books were sold by rather careless librarians to waste-paper merchants, 

or even to itinerant pedlars who undertook to sell them to paper manufacturers. These 
books were often sent out whole and merely stamped “ withdrawn.” There might be a few 
pages missing or not. It was no uncommon experience for us to find in second-hand shops 
in the town to which the library belonged the very books that had been sold. There is only 
one remedy for this. Books should not be sold for waste-paper unless they are thoroughly 
destroyed as books by the library. They should be chopped to pieces, in short. And now-a- 
days we have a further difficulty. There are many of out books on the edge of discardment— 
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if I may coin a word—which we are sending to depressed areas, prison libraries, and for use 
on merchant ships. There they have a reasonably useful late life. I suggest that these should 
never be sent without a definite descriptive label stuck in them saying that they have been 
properly withdrawn from the library to which they belong, and there should be other signs 
in the book, apart from this label—which of course can easily be removed—to the effect that 
the book is properly where it is found. How otherwise are we to distinguish, without a 
good deal of search, between a book that is wrongly on a private citizen’s shelf, and one 
that he has got in the ordinary way of borrowing, or one that he has been allowed to purchase 
lawfully ? The losses of books from public libraries are far greater than librarians in general 
admit. One librarian I know has suggested that quick reference books should be marked on 
the edges with letters that are branded in, “ Stolen from the — public library.” This, he imagines, 
would prevent any would-be thief from taking a book. I wonder. Have you any views on 
this interesting, if not very vital, question ? 

THe BooKsELLER’s PosIrion 
in this matter is what interests me most. A bookseller in Charing Cross Road not long ago wrote 
and told me that he had acquired a book belonging to me. I had to ask him to return it. 
I then found that one of his assistants had paid somebody, whom we could not trace, ros. for 
the book. The book had come from the reference part of the library, and therefore was 
clearly stolen. I was not allowed to reimburse the bookseller for his loss. I suppose in 
Strict law, this was correct. If that is so, would not booksellers be well advised to instruct 
their assistants that on no account are books bearing the marks of an institution, or obviously 
showing signs of their erasure, to be purchased without full enquiry? This matter was 
forced upon my attention this morning by the receipt of a splendid catalogue of one of our 
finest booksellers, advertising a long historical series, bearing this note: ‘‘ Some of the volumes 
in this set have been sold from public institutions ; usually these are Stamped.” The reader 
has a right to presume in this case, and no doubt will do so correctly, that every book here 
has been legitimately acquired ; the reputation of the firm is such as to make that certain. 
I have seen too in similar catalogues ‘‘ A very rare book, of which few copies are known; 
this one comes from the monastery of St. Gall.” One would like to know if the monks of 
St. Gall sold that book, and to whom. If there is no evidence of this, does the book not 
really belong to the monastery ? What right has any individual, or what right has any book- 
seller, to sell it? There may be excellent answers to these questions, as I myself have already 
indicated. The book trade, however, is suspect so long as it handles without due care books 
which are obviously not the property of the people from whom they buy them. I do aot 
forget, I should be the first to recognise, the excellent services of some booksellers in enabling 
librarians to regain treasures, some of which have been lost a very long time. In this way they 
have been, they can always be, our valuable colleagues. Seeing, too, that librarians are 
potential buyers of books, in the end they would not lose by this co-operation. 

Who ts AN Esquire ? 

I have been very much amused by noting in the official Parliamentary Debates of the House of 
Commons that, on the Rags Preceding the report, occurs a list of officers. It is interesting to 
note that seen ae the officers who serve the Mother of Parliament are given the suffix 
“ Esq.” But there are exceptions which show that a strong line of distinétion exists in the 
minds of those responsible for the printing of the debates. Those who are seleéted for the 
distinétion of “ Mr.” are the office clerks of the Sergeant-at-Arms’ department, the engineer, 
the refreshment department manager, and “ two clerks in the library.” The librarian and the 
assistant-librarian receive the high suffix, but the two clerks, one of whom we believe to be 
a trained librarian, are merely “ Mr.” The ordinary clerks, principal, senior, and assistant, 
and so forth, of course, esquires ; they are not mere “ library ” clerks. It would be interesting 
to know exaétly the cerebration of the person who makes out this list. 


A SuGGEsTION 


was made by ’ 4 Walpole recently, and seeing that my mind is on books this month, may 
be mentioned. It was that the miore valuable a book is, from the literary and inner artistic 
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ints of view, the more costly should copies of it be. Thus, works by Galsworthy, Hardy, 
Dickens, Scott, and their great peers, should only be had expensively, while books by new 
and less established writers should be cheap. This would give the new authors a chance of 
being known, and, conversely, those who wanted to keep aristocratic company in their 
reading should be prepared to pay, just as they are willing to pay in order to live in a select 
neighbourhood. Would not this be delightful ? Suppose Hardy could only be obtained in a 
one-guinea-a-volume edition, would that not enhance the value of this t writer ? Wouldn’t 
you like to be able to declare that you “ read only guinea novelists = S Where would Hugh 
Walpole himself come in the classification he desires to make ? Should we pay one gui 
or a bob, for his new books ? Be that as it may, the suggestion is splendid, and is not the less 
so because it is quite visionary. EXAMINATIONITIS 
is a new disease, virulent and prevalent. It is this month, earlier or later, that candidates 
for L.A. certificates learn the results of their exploits in the examination rooms. And although 
Iam nota pa see we don’t know yet what the results will be—I dare wager that at 
least half of the candidates will not pass. It is becoming normal that this should be so. If you 
ask me why this is, I shall look back to my own student days—or, rather, examination days, 
for I was a student long before I dreamed of the new L.A. examinations. I, and most of my 
colleagues who sat for the easiest L.A. examination, which at that time was called Library 
Administration and later Routine, were over twenty-one. There was only one exam. each 
year, in May. To-day it seems that hundreds of youngsters, hot from passing the quite simple 
Schools Leaving Examination, rush as soon as they are 17 at the L.A. exams. They have two 
chances yearly ; a first or even second failure does not matter much. And the examiners mow 
them down in hundreds—as they are bound to do. Sentimental A.A.L. leaders wring their 
hands about the severity of examiners, and hold periodical and very vocal inquisitions into 
the questions set; but it is fairer, my friend, to believe that the examiners are keeping a 
somewhat insane examinational rush in some sort of equilibrium. The whole method of 
recruitment, examining, and certificating needs scrutiny ; and the reduction in the standard 
of the diploma, which has resulted from the abolition of Latin and the thesis, should be put 
tight somehow. The world is choked with F.L.A.’s who have no adequate experience. A 
profession which awards its fellowship to clever infants is in danger of becoming ridiculous. 


How Active Deatn Has BEEN 

in our ranks of late. Ripe in years, Butler Wood has gone, — he was eighty. When I met 
him at Harrogate, where he was an honoured guest at the dinner, he told me that he thought 
“eighty would do.” Well, he got there, just. But I wonder how many remember that for 
seventeen years he was a vigorous member of the L.A. Council, was once president of the 
Northern Counties Branch, was an authority on Bronté, and did much in many ways for our 
calling. He went in December. Now, at the end of January, Harry G. T. ons, a few 
months after his retirement, has passed on. He was a spent man before his active ete 
ceased. In his quite active life he took little openly personal part in library gatherings : 
never saw him at one. He was J. D. Brown’s deputy for years, and his successor, at Finsbury. 
His home catalogue, which I believe he did not finish, promised to be'very fine. His memory, 
however, rests securely upon his splendid Bibliography of Library Economy, 1876-1920, the 
gteat index to periodical library literature which has consolidated library knowledge for all 
of us. These deaths, following that of George A. Stephen, make a large list. 


I Awarr 
somewhat eagerly the announcement of the Manchester conference arrangements, early as it 
is. This splendid new library in a great centre should offer tremendous possibilities to the 
L.A. Council. It is a long time since the library position has been stated publicly and well. 
In the city which had its library opened and approved by H.M. The King, there should be 
a capital chance for doing it again Vale! ERATOSTHENES. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LeTTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, Tue Lrsrary Wor.p.]} 
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Personal News 


Mr. H. J. Chandler, F.L.A., Assistant-in- 
Charge, Reference Library, Wolverhampton, 
to be Assistant Librarian of the Merton and 
Morden Public Library. 

Mr. E. J]. Hobbs, F.L.A., Assistant-in- 
Charge, Leigh Branch Library, to be Chief 
Librarian, Merton and Morden Public Libraries. 

Mr. A. J. Cranfield, A.L.A., Assistant-in- 
Charge, Southchurch Branch Library, to be 
Assistant-in-Charge, Leigh Branch Library. 

Mr. S. H. Bridge, Junior Assistant, to be 


uthchurch Branch 


Assistant-in-Charge, 

r. G. V. R. Hayward, F.L.A., Deputy 
Librarian, has been appointed City Librarian 
of Norwich. 

Miss Mary Margaret Hudson, B.A., 
appointed Senior Assistant, the Maldens and 
Combe County Branch Library, Surrey, 
December 3rd, 1934. Formerly Assistant, 
Watford Public Library. 


Obituary 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
H. G. T. Cannons, Borough Librarian of 
Finsbury Public Library. Mr. Cannon’s public 
service in the Clerkenwell (afterwards Fins- 
bury) Public Library, first as assistant to James 
Duff Brown and then as chief librarian covered 
a long and active period, but his spare time was 
also occupied in equally valuable work. His 
index to professional literature which took 
many years to compile will always keep his 
memory green among librarians. 


Library Topics 

BANFF.—From the Annual Summary of 
the Banff County Librarians we note that the 
Stock is now 35,417, or 64 volumes per hun- 
dred of the population. 

BRIGHTON.—Two pictures have just been 
purchased for the Permanent Colleétion from 
the recent Autumn Exhibition, entitled “A 
Kitchen Interior,” oil, by Harold Harvey, and 
“ The market place, Old San Remo,” water- 
colour, by Leonard R. Squirrell, R.E., R.I. 
In addition a decorative work entitled “ The 
Wasted Hours,” by the late Miss Gwynedd M. 
Hudson, has been purchased for, and a crayon 
portrait of John Loveridge by Roberti, has 


been presented to the Permanent Colleétion. 
There is at present on view an interesting 
Exhibition of works by Sussex artists. The 
Exhibition is confined to artists who are 
natives of Sussex, who have been resident in 
the county for not less than three years, or 
who are members of a recognised Art Club 
or Society, and is the fifth of its kind to be 
held in the Galleries. It was opened by His 
Worship the Mayor of Brighton on Saturday, 
February znd. There have just been added to 
the Museum two interesting escapes from 
captivity : (1) A Dingo, Australian Wild Dog, 
shot in Queen’s Park, Brighton, in 1885. It 
had evidently escaped from a private collection 
in the distri. (2) A Coypu, or Nutria, killed 
near Wisborough Green in December lat. 
It is said to have e d from the West Sussex 
Nutria farms at Rudgwick, some miles from 
its place of capture. There has also been pur- 
chased for addition to the Booth Museum, an 
immature Squacco Heron, obtained on the 
River Adur, near Steyning, in November, 1934. 

BURNLEY Library Journal, No. 23, for 
February, contains an article on the “ Bet 
Books of 1934,” with illustrations from “ The 
Heart of Scotland,” by George Blake and 
“ Gambia and Beyond,” by Rex Hardinge. 

BURTON-UPON-TRENT. — In the first 
number of the New Series of the Burton-upon- 
Trent Public Library Bwlletin is an interesting 
article by Mr. M. H. B. Mash, the Borough 
Librarian, on “ Librarianship as a Profession.” 

CAMBRIDGE.—Some charming notes ‘of 
Cambridge in the LEighteen-Eighties by 
Arthur B. Gray are given in the December 
issue of the Cambridge Public Library Record. 
and Book-Lift. 

CHELTENHAM.—Through the generosity 
of members and friends of the Itenham 
Group of Artists, the very fine water-colour 
drawing of “ Gloucester Cathedral,” by James 
Tucker, A.R.C.A., has been purchased for the 
permanent collection of the Cheltenham Art 


ery. 
COVENTRY.—Coventry Public Libraries 
report a marked increase in the number of 
books bespoken by readers during the lat 
year. Readers’ suggestions have also increased. 
be! is a sign of a live and thinking borrowing 
public. 
CROYDON. — In the Croydon Public 
Libraries Reader’s Index for January is con 
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n. 

IVth EDITION 

re 

a AN INTRODUCTION TO 

or 

b LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION 

be 

lis Theoretical, Historical and Practical. With Readings, Exercises and Examination 

y, Papers. By W. C. Berwick Sayers (Chief Librarian of the Croydon Public Libraries). 

to Author of “‘ Manual of Classification,” “‘ Manual of Children’s Libraries,” etc.; Editor 

ym of Brown’s “ Manual of Library Economy.” 

: Fourth Edition - re-written and considerably enlarged. Cloth. Crown 8vo. 320 pages. 

10s 6d net. 

ed For this edition the author has rehandled the subject throughout, entirely re-writing the 

& theoretical and historical chapters, in order to produce a more connected text-book and to 

: substitute new examples wherever possible. All the exercises have been revised and notes and 

eX helpful indications have been added to them. Book-display is included in this edition. The 

om book has been brought into line with ‘the most recent study of the subject, in- England and 

ar- America especially, and as the result of the teaching observations of the most experienced of 
living teachers of classification will retain its reputation as the standard text-book on this 

he important subject. 

CONTENTS 

for Dedication—Preface to the Fourth Edition, 

est PART I. 

“he THEORY. 

ind The Purpose and Effects of Classification—The Making of the Schedule I.—Terms. Principles 
of Division—The Making of the Schedule II.—Artificial and Natural Classification—The Parts 

rst ot a Book Classification—The Elements of Notation. Author and other Book-Marks. 

on- PART II. 

ing HISTORY. 

ig! Introductory. Kinds of Classification. Authorities—Early Theories and Schemes—Utilitarian 

n.” Systems: Aldus, Naudé, The French System, Brunet, The British Museum—The Expansive 

of Classification—The Library of Congress Classification—-Decimal Classification: du Maine, 
Shurtleff, Bodleian, The Baconian Chart, Dewey’s Predecessors—- The Dewey Decimal 

by Classification —The Classification Décimale of the Institut de la Documentation—The Subject 

ber Classification. Other Later Schemes: Bliss, Colon, etc. 

cord | PART III. 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION. 

sity The Rules of Classifying—The Classified Catalogue—The Arrangement of a Classified Library— 

1am Book Display. 

ons PART IV. 

mes A SHORT COURSE IN PRACTICAL CLASSIFICATION WITH SPECIAL 

the REFERENCE TO THE DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION. 

Art ow and Method of Saprens> 5 and a Short Series of Exercises on General Rules— 
General orks—Philosophy—Religion—Sociology and Economic Science—Literature and 

é Philology—Test Examination, I.—Science—Useful (or Practical) Arts—Fine and Recreative 

£1eS Arts—His' and its Collaterals—History and its Collaterals, continued. Final Hints and 

of Conclusion—Test Examination, II. 


APPENDIX. 
Examination Hints and Questions—List of Authorities. 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.1 
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DaY’s BOOK BARGAINS 


Remainders and Surplus Lib ees 


of Biography, _ ravel and 
terature. 


Latest Fiction a. offered at Reduced Prices. 
SPECIAL DISCOUNT 20% 


DAY’S LIBRARY (1932) LimitED 
96 Mount St., London, W.1 Gros. 2119 


Davies’ Devices 


Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 720 
279 reproductions 


Essential to all Librarians when 
dealing with early printed books 
30s. net 


tinued Mr. Clarence G. Paget’s articles on 
“ Croydon Homes of the Past.” This month 
the Manor of Croham is dealt with. 

GATESHEAD. — The Gateshead Public 
Library have recently had a valuable donation 
of local deeds from Mr. A. J. Ellison. In the 
Gateshead Library Record for December is an 
article by Mr. John Oxberry, F.S.A., describ- 
ing the colleétion. 

HYDE.—Somerset Maugham is the subje& 
of a brief note in the January issue of the Hyde 
Public Library Bookman. 

IPSWICH.—On January roth, the Ipswich 
Library Players, with a full co y of $0, 
an historical drama, 

y Mr. T. C. Kemp. 

LEEDS.—The Commercial and Technical 
Library Bulletin for January, contains a selec 
list of books on Commercial and Industrial 
Management. 

MANCHESTER. — In the Manchester 
Librarian for November is given the presi- 
dential address—“ Some Additional Qualifica- 
tions ’—by Mr. W. G. Fry, President of the 
Manchester and Distri& Library Fellowship. 

NORWICH.—In the Recder’s Guide of the 
Norwich Public Libraries is an appreciation of 


the late George A. Stephen by Miss Ethel M, 
Colman, Vice-Chairman of the Norwich Public 
Libraries Committee. A memoir and a biblio- 
graphy are also given. 

NOTTINGHAM.—“ Engineering ” is the 
subje& of the list of books in the Winter issue 
of the Nottingham Public Libraries Budletin. 

SUNDERLAND. — Sunderland Public 
Libraries have issued short reading lists on 
“ Motors and Motor Vehicles” and “ Wire- 
less.”’ 

SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.—Pub. . 
lic Libraries Bulletin for January contains 
“ Books of the Year ” and an article by Walter 
Greenwood, the famous author of “ Love on 
the Dole,” entitled “ Penglebury.” Also “] 
read Thrillers,” by Gilbert Frankau, and “ One 
of Selous’ Little Jokes,” by P. C. Wren, thus 
making a very interesting number. The 
editorial of the February issue discusses the 
Waste of Youth, touching upon the subje 
of the unemployed young man who cannot 
find work immediately on leaving school, 
Ethel Boileau contributes a note On Public 
Libraries to the same number. 

WARRINGTON issues a List of Sele& 
Additions from O&.-Dec., 1934, an interesting 
list of books dealing with the subjects of 
Pottery and Porcelain, Handicrafts and a 
leaflet entitled ‘ Let’s do a Play,” which con- 
tains suitable works well annotated regarding 
the production, costume, scenery, make-up 
and many other points of dramatic technique, 

WILLESDEN.—Reading for January, 1935 
contains an article on “ Books that have 
Influenced Me,” by Dr. J. Anderson Smith. 


Library Lectures, Spring, 1935 
BRISTOL.—On Wednesday, January gth, 
Mr. James Ross, City Librarian, Bristol, gave 
a lecture to the Staff of the Bristol Public 
Libraries on his recent “ Tour in Canada and 
the United States.” The lecture dealt in some 
detail with the Design and Layout of Library 
Buildings (Central and Branch), Heating and 
Lighting, Floor Coverings, etc.; Finance; 
Books and Borrowers ; Catalogues ; Book 
Displays; Departmentalisation ; Special 
Departments and Collections ; Music Rooms; 
Business Libraries; Children’s Libraries; 
Story Hours; Periodicals; Lecture Halls; 
Binding; Printing; Readers’ Advisers; 
Library Staffs and Staff Rooms ; and the help 
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libraries are receiving under the Federal | 


Emergency Relief Administration. 


CAMBRIDGE.—A selection from the 
list of le&tures to be held at the Central Ref- 
erence Library is as follows: “ The House of 
To-day,” “A Balkan Journey,” “ Waterways 
of East Anglia.” Most of the lectures are to 
be illustrated by lantern slides. 


EAST HAM.—A programme of lectures 
to be held during January to March has been 
issued. The subjects for February and March 
include “‘ Lawrence of Arabia,” “ Cruising 
Norway,” “ Epping Forest,” ‘‘ Women at 
Work in the U.S.S.R.” All of them are to be 
illustrated with lantern slides and a list of 
books on each subjeé is given. 

FULHAM.—In conneétion with the Cen- 
tenary of the passing of the Local Government 
A& of 1835, Fulham Public Libraries are 
arranging a series of lectures on local govern- 
ment to-day. 

KINGSTON -UPON-THAMES issues a 
programme of lectures for Spring, 1935. 
The ten titles include “ Tramps in Japan,” 
“A Trip to New Zealand and Australia,” 
“Everyday Life in 17th Century Kingston,” 
“ Bruges.” These lectures also are to be illus- 
trated by lantern slides. 

STOCKPORT.—The public le&tures have 
proved immensely popular. To avoid con- 
gestion outside the library, which is situated 
on a busy corner of a main thoroughfare, the 
doors of the leéture hall are opened 45 minutes 
before the le€tures are due to commence, and 
the hall, with seating accommodation for 400, 
is usually fully occupied within fifteen minutes 
from the time of opening. The February 
leftures are: ‘‘ The Amazing Railways of the 
Alps,” and “ Englands’ Garden Island: Isle 
of Wight.” 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


Botton Public Libraries.—81st Annual Re- 
ow Chief Librarian, Harold Hamer, 
L.A. Population, 177,253. Rate, 3.76d. 
Income from Rate, £16,126. Stock : Lend- 
ing, 131,350; Reference, 25,052. Addi- 
tions, 17,515. Withdrawals, 13,526. Issues : 
Lending, 1,404,944; Reference, 29,013 ; 


New Library Books 


SALLY, THE LITTLE LADY Jack BEAMAN 
Sally’s life story—mo and tender; graphic 
and sincere. Her temptations, trials and triumph ! 

6/- net 

LONDON’S HEART-PROBE AND BRITAIN'S 

DESTINY Ayuse Epun 
A searching criticism by a Britisher. Revealing and 
enlightening ; critical and outspoken—yet sincere. 


6/- net 
OF LIFE Dovetas Linpsgy 
A splendid selection of rhythmic and well-written 
poems. 3/6 net 

A FIRST BOOK OF 
Loutsa Isapet Knox 
A comprehensive and concise text-book, which the 
children will find of interest ! 3/6 net 


APPLIED BOOK-KEEPING 
Avex, Bryson 
Clear and comprehensive text-book, of inestimable 
value to all students. 2/6 net 


ARCHITECTURAL EVOLUTION H. A. Townsend 


An able and exhaustive treatise, of appeal to pro- 
fessional and student alike. Commended. 2/6 net 
Monica Minton 


GIRLIE 
book for the little folk. They will 
Se it! 2/- net 


Current Catalogue free on request. 
ARTHUR H. STOCKWELL LTD. 
29 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4 


Blind, 1,202. Borrowers, 53,367; extra 
tickets, 14,736. Branches, 6 
Throughout the year reviewed above the Libraries 
have fully maintained their high degree of public 
service, and the circulation of books has continued on 
the up grade. The total issues for the year were over 
70,500 more than in the year previous, duc mainly to 
the greater aétivity at the branch libraries. This in- 
creased use of the branches has made the provision of 
further and better accommodation more than ever 
necessary. Alterations have already been carried out 
at one or two of the smaller libraries. Plans for exten- 
sion and reconstruétion at others are in hand. A radio 
receiving set has been installed at one of the branch 
libraries, and evening discussion groups have been 

Started with success. 

CamBRIDGE Public Libraries.—64th 
1927-1934. Borough Librarian, W. 
Fenton, M.A., F.L.A. Population, 66 os 
Rate, 2.1d. ‘lacome from Rate, £4,833. 
Stock : Lending, 76,550; Reference, 15,892. 
Additions, 8,196. Withdrawals, 2,082. 
Issues: Lending, 385,132; Reference, 
§,207; open shelves, 167,100; Schools, 
44,505. Borrowers’ Tickets in use, 14,120. 
1 Branch and 4 smaller libraries. 

The rapid growth and extension of the Borough 
during the past seven years covered by this report has 


resulted in an enormous increase in the number of 
borrowers from the libraries, and in the books they 
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used. To meet this ever-i ing demand four 
small branch libraries have been eftablished at schools 
on the outskirts of the town. It is realised that these 
are only temporary expedients and that permanent 
branches will have to be opened in the very near future. 
Book circulation has risen at an average rate of 20,000 
a year since 1927, and 36,565 volumes have been added 
to stock in the same period. Financial assistance from 
the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees has enabled 
the science and applied arts seétions of the libraries to 
be brought up to date. Twenty-one schools are now 
supplied with their own libraries, and issued an increase 
of 7,958 books last year. 


DersysHirE County Library.—A Review of 
Library Service in Derbyshire o—e the 
ten years ending March 31St, 1934. County 
Librarian, Edgat Osborne. Stock, 147,791. 
Centres, 375. Issues, 1,679,887. 

When the Library was inaugurated in January, 
1924, there was an entire absence of books or library 
buildings for a population of 400,000. To-day a book 
service is provided in all towns and villages, and a 
system of branch libraries, and improved library service 
is in operation in all populous areas. During last year 
three new centres were opened, and the total book 
Stock was increased by 15,295 volumes; while in the 
same period 194,138 more books were issued. Books 
sent by post from headquarters totalled 5,630 and 6,454 
were issued to Students calling there. 1,647 volumes 
were sent to adult classes, 1,534 to evening insti- 
tutes. 2,656 books were lent to co-operating libraries. 
215 were borrowed from the National Central Library. 
During the ten years £5,600 has been received for 
from the Carnegie United Kingdom 

», and a further {2,500 was accepted in 1932 
is oan provision of new headquarters. The committee 
record their warmest thanks and appreciation for the 
services of voluntary workers. 


East Ham Public Libraries.—Annual R 
1933-1934. Population, 141,500. te, 
4-66d. Income from Rate, £13,100. Stock, 
77,153; Juvenile, 15,693. Additions, 9,906. 
Withdrawals, 6,879. Issues: Lending, 
716,607; Juvenile, 213,008. Borrowers, 
34.431; extra tickets, 9,139. 4 Libraries. 

The Libraries have maintained a Steady round of 
activities, and, although no increase in book circulation 
is is reported, much good work was accomplished. The 

long-hoped-for increased accommodation at 

Manor Park and Plashet Libraries has still 

materialised owing to the exi of the local ediee. 

It is hoped, however, that this handicap will very soon 

be removed. The Libraries are incorporated in the 

newly formed South Eastern Regional oe System. 

A report on children’s reading, which most librarians 

have seen and read with interest, was the result“of a 

conference on the subje& with Head Teachers and the 

Librarians. It will be interesting to know what results 

have attended the report. The annual exhibition of 

Art in Photography was held at the Manor Park 

Library in November, 1933. The piéture collection 

is Steadily growing in numbers and popularity. _ 


-The Librarians’ Guide to. 


New Editions 


By Frep BarLow. 
Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways, this hag to New Editions is 
= unique. is not only to 
g together ai ax the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 
Biever, (W. G.) Newspaper Writing and 
Editing. Ed. 2. 1934. Pitman, tos. 6d. 
This American book was first published twenty 
years ago and has been largely re-written for this 
revision. A considerable amount of new matter has 
been added, some of = had previously appeared in 
various American pe icals. 


CRAMPTON (Charles) Canework. Ji/lus. Ed. 7. 
1935. Dryad, 5s. 

A new edition of this book has appeared every 
two years since its first publication. Further matter 
has now been added and may be said to satisfy any 
demands for information on canework either for 
schools or from amateur craftsmen. About thirty 
excellent new illustrations have been added and the 
book reset in larger and more pleasing type. Several 
new examples of basketry are given, whilst the chapters 
on its history and on cane and its uses have been 
extended. Suggested schedules for tools and materials 
for class work are now given for the first time. 


Exuis (Havelock). Man and Woman. Ed. 8. 


1934. Heinemann, tos. 6d. 
This book was first published in 1894, and had not 
been revised since 1914. The present edition has 
been largely re-written with much matter added, 
while much has been omitted, including the chapter on 
natality and mortality, an appendix of twenty pages, 
and a large number of footnote references to literature. 
Harvey (A.) Laundry Chemistry. Ed. 2. 
1935. Technical Press, 6s. 

About two pages of additional matter has been 
added to the edition of 1926. 

Layton (Sir W. T.) and CrowrHer (Geoffrey) 
An Introduction to The Study of Prices. 
Ed. 2. 1935. Macmillan, 8s. 6d. 

The first edition of 1912 was reprinted in 1922, 
with an additional chapter and statistics. Now the 
book is practically re-written with three new chapters. 
Two of these are devoted to War and Post-War con- 
ditions, whilst the third deals with the modification of a 
theory which the events of recent years have made 
Crowther, who has revised the whole text. The 
statistics are brought up to date. 
Rerner (J. H.) hotography for 

Amateurs. I//us. Ed. 2. 1935. Chapman 
and Hall, 10s.6d. 

The edition of 1931 remains substantially the same. 


| | 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 191 


Cloth, 1 5/- 


THE 1935 EDITION OF CHAMBERS'S 
BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 


The Great of all Nations and all Times 
Edited by WM. GEDDIE, M.A., B.Se. and J. LIDDELL GEDDIE, M.A. 


Dealing with many thousand Celebrities of all Nations, from the Remotest Times tothe 
Present Day: with copious bibliographies and Pronunciations of the more difficult names 


Hf. Morocco, 3O/- 


Ready Now 


A strikingly original and arresting First Novel 


HERD OF THE HILLS 


by ALLAN FRASER 


Mr. MAURICE WALSH writes : 


“| like his style ; it is a writer’s style, a style for atmosphere. He can show 
us bracken —- brown, and the hoar frost on the grass, as well as the tall hills 
is sense of atmosphere, of character, of dialogue he is bound 

to go on in power, and | will look forward to his work”’ 


W. & R. CHAMBERS, LTD., 38 SOHO SQ., LONDON, W.1 
& 11 THISTLE ST., EDINBURGH 


of Argyll. With 


Price 7/6 net 


PAINTING 


A Guide to the Best Books With Special 
Reference to the requirements of Public 
Libraries 
by 
ERIC RAYMOND McCOLVIN 
(Librarian, The Polytechnic, London) 
With an introduction by 


G. H. PALMER, B.A., F.S.A., F.L.A. 


The author gives publishers’ names 
and prices of the best books on every 
aspect of the history and practice of 
Painting. A large number of Foreign 
and American books has been included. 


Demy 8vo, cloth, 224 pp. 
10s. 6d. net 


“Provides us with a much needed 
reference book ’’—Burlington Magazine, 
February, 1935. 


GRAFTON & CO. 


LONDON 


FOYLES 
FOR 


BOOKS 


Booksellers to the World. 


Over two million volumes 
in stock. Catalogues free. 


119-125 CHARING CROSS ROAD, 
LONDON, W.C.2. 


Telephone —Gerrard 5660 (10 lines) 
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save that several technical improvements are noted in 
some detail. Several new methods of artificial illumina- 
tion are described, and the chapter on Home Talkies 
shows considerable revision, especially in the sound-on- 
film section. A new feature is the appendices, where all 
the various forms of modern technical apparatus 
available are brought together and described. 


Worsrotp (T. C.) The Law of Repairs and 
Dilapidations. Ed. 2. 1934. Pitman, 
7s. 6d. 

Sets out the legislation and legal decisions that 
have come into being since the publication of the first 
edition in rg1z2. There i is much new matter — 
with Ecclesiastical Dilapidations, Repairs under the 
Rent Restrictions Acts, etc. A new chapter is devoted 
to the repair of flats, offices, etc. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


INTERCHANGE OF TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS. 
Union List of Scientific, Technical and 
Commercial Periodicals in the Libraries of 
Members of the Group Interchange System. 
Oétober, 1934. Sheffield Public Libraries. For 


Members Only. 

A Scheme for the Interchange of Technical Publi- 
cations in Sheffield is now in effeétive operation. It 
arose, principally, out of a desire to be able to obtain 
scientific and technical books and periodicals, not in 
the Public Library, with the minimum of delay, and 
from a belief that much of the technical literature 
previously obtained through the National Central 
Library was available in the city. The Union List of 
Periodicals relates to all the co-operating libraries, and 
now records 1,065 files, excluding complete duplicates, 
belonging to 18 libraries. Copies of the list have been 
prepared and supplied to members, but it should be 
noted that the copies do not give the location of the 
files. This must be mined ae rom the Public Library, 
by this means allowing the co-ordinating agent (the 
Library) to exercise an efficient control of the Scheme. 

Borrowing privileges are reSstri&ted to members, 
who, however, may not use the books or periodicals 
borrowed for home reading. Loan is to organisations 
not to individuals. As pointed out, requests for loan 
must necessarily be direded to the Bublic Library, but 
borrowers are responsible for the fetching and safe 
return of the material borrowed. Incidentally members 
of the Scheme have the privilege of being able to borrow 
from the Science and Technology branch of the Public 
Reference Library. 


IrELAND (Norma Olin) The Piéture File in 
School, College, and Public Libraries. 
Boston, Faxon (Grafton). 6s.3d.  ~ 

The number of libraries colle&ting piéture material 
is always increasing and a handbook of this charaéter 
must be of considerable value. Every side of the work 
is dealt with: colleéting material, sorting, mountin 
and lettering. There should, we think, be a- speci 


hint to all in charge of such colleétions, wherever 
possible, to DATE their items. This more than doubles 
the value of the colleé&tion to future research Students, 


New ZEALAND Lisrartes: A survey of con- 
ditions and suggestions for their improve- 
ment. By Ralph Munn, Director, Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh, and John Barr, Chief 
Librarian, Auckland Public Libraries, 
Libraries Association of New Zealand, 


1934. 2S. 

This survey prepared under the auspices of the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York, was ‘Zul ae 
by the Libraries Association of New Z the 
members of which, through travel and the study of 
foreign library reports, realised that New Zealand 
Libraries were far behind those of Great Britain and 
the United States. 

The report is a very thorough account of the 
lib resources now available, with an outline plan 
for a full national service. In part one, after an account 
of Library Development in New Zealand, the Public 
Libraries, General Assembly Library, Libraries of the 
University Colleges, Special Libraries, Schoo] Libraries, 
Workers’ Educational Association, are each considered, 
In part two, full plans for the re-organisation of the 
Public Libraries in two groups, urban and rural; and 
for the creation of a National Library (based on the 
General Assembly Library) and for a National Centra] 
Loaning Library are given. The two great problems in 
public library administration in New Zealand are 
finance and Staffing. The New Zealand Libraries sill 
suffer under a rate limitation, and so partly because of 
this, we find that there are, with few tions, no 
« free” public libraries as we =aieiieed them in 
England. The Lending Library is run on a subscription 
er ~ the authorities qualifying for a grant by having 
a “free” reference library. That this system is 
economically unsound for the general ratepayer will be 
seen when it is mentioned that the Auckland Public 
Libraries receive {£10,000 from rates for the library, 
and only about £3,000 in subscriptions, yet the pm 
scription fee charged aéts as a barrier to thousands of 
citizens wishing to use the library. The question of 
staffing is a very difficult one. Without oa trained 
librarians it is impossible to have a good system of 
libraries, and yet the salaries offered by many authorities 
are too low to attraé the best men. In New Zealand, 
what is called for is a school of librarianship attached to 
one of the University Colleges, so that New Zealanders 
may have a chance of fully training for the profession. 
With the increase of qualifications it is to be hoped 
would come a commensurate rise in salaries. 


Print Prices Current, Vol. XVI., October, 
1933—August, 1934. Compiled and 
arranged by F. L. Wilder and E. L. Wilder. 
428. 

This record of the prices of prints at auétion for 
the season 1933-34 shows that really fine x gro 
Still fetch prices. It is a very useful record, 
especially as the condition and State of most of the 
items are shown. It might add to the value of future 
volumes if the index inc to subjects, 
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Susjecr InpeEx tro WEtsH PERIODICALS. 
Volume I., 1931. Edited by Arthur Ap 
Gwynn, Wales and Monmouthshire Branc 
of the Library Association, Cardiff. 5s. 

Welsh readers and students of Welsh. literature 
will be grateful to the group of librarians responsible 
for the compilation of this Index to Welsh Periodicals 
_ for the year 1931. It is to be hoped that they will not 
only continue it annually but put in hand a co-operative 
scheme for dealing with the mass of periodical articles 
from the beginning of this literature to 1930. 
Wurraker’s CuMuLATIVE Book Lisr. Part 

XVII., January-December, 1934. Whitaker. 
15s. net. 

The number of books issued during 1934 increased 
over 1933 by 828, os a total of 15,436, This total 
is still behind the record of 1930, which was 15,494. 
The Classified Catalogue occupies pp. 1-165 of 
Whitaker’s big red volume and the Index to Authors 
and Titles pp. 167-396. 

Wuo’s Wuo tw Arr. 3rd edition. Art Trade 
Press. 2158. net. 

We welcome the new edition of this excellent 
reference book. The biographies are full and the fac- 
simile signatures form a useful a ix. 

GENERAL. 

AtLEN (Joyce Herman) The Technique of 
Modern Singing. Pitman. js. net. 

The author points out that there has recently 
been a revolution in the technique of song writing, 
involving a corresponding change in the methods of 
teaching singing. This is probably the first handbook 
of singing that has taken the change of style into full 
tert tation. “ Radio Technique” is given a long 
chapter to itself. 

ANDERSON (Lindsay) A Cruise in an Opium 
Clipper. Allen and Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

An account of a trading voyage to Formosa in 
1859 when the Opium trade was at its height. Includes 
a tiption of a fight with pirates, a punitive expedi- 
tion, and yet another fight with a fleet of junks. In the 
simplicity and sincerity of its style it is reminiscent of the 
Elizabethan classics of travel. 

ANDERTON (Basil, M.A.) Into the By-Ways. 
Translations into Latin. University of 
London Press, Ltd. 4s. 6d. net. 

_We are grateful to Mr. Basil Anderton, who is so 

_ familiar to us as the City Librarian of Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. He has helped our stumbling knowledge of 

Latin by printing the original English of the verses to 

which he has devoted his scholarly knowledge and real 

love of poetry. 

(John, L.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.L., 
M.G.A.) Kentish Architecture as Influenced 
by Geology. Illus, Ramsgate, The Mon- 
astery Press. 2s. 6d. net. 

An account of the stones, clays and sands found in 
Kent that can be utilised for building purposes, and 
their influence upon the architeétural Am of Kentish 
buildings throughout the ages. The numerous illus- 
trations add greatly to the value of the work. 
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BADEN-PoweELt (Lord) Adventures and Acci- 
dents. Illus. Methuen. js. net. 
Many Stories of war, scouting and sport in the 
wild places of the earth, including an account of several 
campaigns in Africa. 


Brapsrook (M. C.) Themes and Conven- 
tions of Elizabethan Tragedy. Cambridge 
University Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

A proper appreciation of Elizabethan diama, 
whether it be seen or read, demands an accurate 
knowledge of the contemporary dramatic conventions. 
In this Study, this subje€&t may be said to receive the 
attention it deserves. A careful reading will bring 
home to the reader the iar circumstances under 
which Shakespeare and his fellow dramatists wrote 
their masterpieces. 


Brurorp (W. H.) Germany in the XVIII. 
Century. Cambridge University Press. 15s. 
net. 

Understanding of a nation can only be obtained 
by the careful y of her past. Especially so is it in 
the case of modern Germany, when the expressed aim 
of some of her political leaders is to reaé&t from nine- 
teenth century Liberalism. This valuable study, — 
documented and based on contemporary sources, wi 
give the reader a very clear idea of the Germany of 
Goethe, a Germany which was the antithesis of that 
of the present day, 


Cuesterton (G. K.) Avowals and Denials. 
A book of Essays. Methuen. 6s. net. 
The usual CheSstertonian fireworks upon a variety 
of subje&ts. There is no one quicker to deteé& a fallacy 
or better able to Start a train of ideas from any and 
every obje&. His intelleétual fertility remains as 
amazing as ever. 


Coxuins (A. Frederick) The New World of 
Science. Illus. Lippincott. ros. 6d. net. 

An elementary account of the most recent advances 
in physics, especially in regard to their praétical appli- 
cation. A considerable portion of the book deals with 
Television, Short Wave and other aspects of Wireless 
Telegraphy. 

Corr1 (Count Egon) The Downfall of Three 
Dynasties. Translated by L. Marie Sieve- 
king and lan F. D. Morrow. Methuen. 
16s. net. 

An important account of politics, principally in 
Russia and the Balkans, up to the Russian Revolution. 
Very much more “ solid” than the usual historical 
memoirs. 

Crow (Gerald H.) William Morris : Designer q 
Special Winter Number of The Studio, 
edited by C. G. Holme. Illus. The Studio, 
Ltd. os. 6d. net. 

An admirable resumé of the work of one of the 
greatest artist craftstman of his day. As is only to be 
expeéted, the beautiful coloured and other illustrations 
greatly enhance the value of the volume. 
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De ta VALEtTE (John, Editor) The Conquest 


of Ugliness. With a foreword by H.R.H. 
The Prince of Wales. Illus. Methuen. 
8s. 6d. net. 


The title of this book is a little misleading. As 
beauty lies in the eye of the beholder, so ugliness may 
be regarded as a relative term. But the k itself 
is of interest to everyone who handles the objects 
of everyday life. It is a study from many points of 
view of the ways and means to beautify merchandise 
of every kind and bring harmony, colour and art into 
the most ordinary home. H.R. H. The Prince of Wales 
takes a deep interest in Arts and Crafts, and his Fore- 
word contains an appeal to manufaéturers, designers 
and distributors of goods to read the volume which 
will also be appreciated by a large circle of general 
readers. 

(Jehanne) Joan of Arc and her 
Companions. Authorized translation by 
Elisabeth Abbott. Illus., maps. Lippin- 
cott. 12s. 6d, net. 

The literature written around St. Joan seems 
inexhaustible. This is yet another attempt to study 
the Maid from a different angle, this time in relation to 
the soldiers, priests and courtiers among whom she 
moved, 

Epun (Ayube M.) London’s Heart-Probe 
and Britain’s Destiny. 6s. net. 

An examination and resent-day 

land by a British-born Indian. much to 
criticise, although often he seems . overrate the 
importance of certain things, the place of sport in our 

national life, for example. An interesting book if a 

little naive at times. 

FrsHer (Irving) Stabilised Money. A History 
of the Movement. Allen and Unwin. 


108. 6d. net. 

The author is well known for having inspired 
President Roosevelt's currency policy. He here des- 
cribes the growth of his theories, and the results of 
their application in the United States. The currency 
experiments in other countries and particularly in 
Sweden also receive attention. Undoubtedly an impor- 
tant book for those with the necessary technical 
knowledge. 

Harvey (A. S.) Merchandise Marks Laws 
and Regulations. Pitman. 7s. 6d. net. 

A full account of the laws and regulations regard- 
ing Merchandise Marks (including trade marks, trade 
names, assay marks, etc.) in the British Empire and 
the principal foreign countries. An invaluable volume 
that should find a place on the reference shelf of every 
manufaéturer, importer, and exporter throughout the 
world. 
Haywarp (F. H.) Marcus Aurelius: A 

Saviour of Men, Sixteenth ar: por of 
Rome. Allen and Unwin. tos. 6d. net. 

For centuries the Meditations have been one 
of the most widely read books, yet wy my of the 
famous emperor-author have been very few and no 
single one has ever become really well known. The 
Story of his life, his military career, his relagions with 
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his con aries, his attitude towards the Christians, 

and the vexed problem of his death, now for the fint 

time receive the attention they deserve. Should be one 
of the most widely read of recent biographies. 

THe INvIOLABLE SHADE, Poems. Second 
Edition, Enlarged. Woodcuts by Edward 
Walters. Bumpus. 2s. 6d. net. 

Librarians will welcome this new edition of verses 
by a colleague who remains anonymous. Part |. 
first appeared in 1912. Part Il. is new. The small 
booklet is neatly produced and suitable for a gift. 
Kari MARX AND FRIEDRICH ENGELS Corre- 

SPONDENCE, 1846-1895. A Selection with 
Commentary and Notes. Lawrence. 12s. 6d 
net. 

A translation of the German edition of seleéted 
letters from the fifteen hundred in the Marx- — 
Lenin Institute, with extra notes for the Engli 


The present colle&tion covers a 

period of nearly half-a-century (1846-1895), a 

of the greatest importance in the history of Socialism. 

An indispensable volume to the student of the history 

of Political Thought. 

KinG-Ha.u (Stephen) Our Own Times, 1913- 
1934. Vol. 1. A Political and Economic 
Survey. Nicholson and Watson. 10s. 6d. 


net. 

A brilliantly planned and executed survey of the 
world to-day, seen in historical perspeétive. The 
author has the historian’s ee combined with 
remarkable skill in using his mate: to form one of 
the most readable and dramatic accounts of the present 
world situation. The second volume is to follow shortly 
— readers are advised to purchase and assimilate this 


(Douglas) Thoughts on Life. (In 
verse.) Stockwell. 3s. 6d. net. 

A pleasant collection of well-written 
obvious sincerity. Several are on the Great anda 
number have themes of Australian interest. 
McCarrott (Alexander Bryson) Applied 

Bookkeeping, Junior Course. Stockwell. 
2s. 6d. net. 

A concise introduétion to Bookkeeping, in =—a 
the abstraé& theory of the subjeé is reconciled to aétual 
practice in commerce. After having worked th 
this the student should know how to keep the 
of a smail business. 

QUENNELL (M.) and (C. H. B.) A History of 
Everyday Things in England, 1851-1934. 
Illus. Batsford. 8s. 6d. net. 

This series has by now achieved world fame. It 
is sufficient to say that it is as well written and illus- 
trated as its predecessors while the nearness of the 
period described makes it much more interesting. The 
articles on the evolution of the motor car, 
costume and numerous other subje&s will be of the 

reatest interest to the general reader. 

Raw1inson (T. H.) The Builder’s Carpenter. 
London, Technical Press, Ltd. 2s. net. 

A handy praétical book for carpenters attached to 


American reader. 
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Sharp's “‘Cataloguing”’ replaces the late J. D. Brown's “‘Library 
Classification and Cataloguing,” which is now out of print, 
and brings it into line with modern practice. 


CATALOGUING 


A PRACTICAL TEXTBOOK FOR USE IN LIBRARIES 


By Henry A. Sharp, F.L.A. (Deput y, Librarian of the Croydon Public Libraries). 
Author of “The Approach to Librarianship.’ With an Introduction by 
L. Stanley Jast, M.A., F.L.A. 


Demy 8vo. Cloth. 300 pp. Illustrated. 12s 6d net. 


This volume sets out to fill a present gap in professional literature. While library economy in 
general has received considerable attention in recent years, and while the related subject of 
classification has likewise been adequately treated, cataloguing has, on the whole, been ignored, 
there having been in the past twenty years only two British books on the subject, and one of these 
is now out-of-print. If the late James Duff Brown had lived, he would have doubtless brought 
up-to-date his work “‘ Classification and Cataloguing,’’ or at any rate the second part of it. 
Although the present work does not pretend to be a revision of his book, it has embodied many 
of the features therein that have remained of constant interest, and has added others, making it 
a manual of cataloguing practice for all students of this subject. Among the chapters that will be 
included are the following :— 
(1) Fundamental Principles. 
(2) The Place of Cataloguing in Libraries To-day. 
(3) The History of Cataloguing. 
(4) Varieties of Catalogues in General Use. 
(5) Preparation for the Press. 
(6) Special Cataloguing. 
(7) Selective Cataloguing. 
(8) Comparative Cataloguing. 
(9) Subject Cataloguing. 
(10) Compilation of Class Lists, Guides to Reading, Bulletins. 
(11) Methods of Display (with illustrations). 
(12) Guides to the Public in the Use of Catalogues. 
(13) Annotation in Catalogues. 
(14) The Anglo-American Code. 
(15) Co-operative Cataloguing. 
(16) The Cataloguing Department. 
(17) The Arrangement of Catalogues. 
Appendices—The Cataloguing Examination. 
Practical Cataloguing : a series of examples taken from actual examination tests. 
Definitions of Terms. 


With readings and questions throughout. 


GRAFTON & CO. (Frank Hamel), Coptic House, 51, Great Russell Street, 
London, W.C.1, England. Cable Address: Copticity, London. Inland Telegrams : 
Copticity, Westcent, London. Telephone : Holborn 6050. 
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DEAF 


NO NEED TO USE EARS TO HEAR 
WITH “BONADENTE” BONE CONDUCTION 


Really Better Hearing for Church, Conversation, 
Home, Talkies, Meetings, Shopping and street 
safety! No need to use ears to hear by this 
method, the very latest invention of bone con- 
duction. “ BONADENTE ” is perfection. En- 
tirely different from all else and combining 
amplification with amazing true-to-tone results— 
“ BONADENTE ™ means that there is nothing to 
be worn in the Ear orifice and is really incon- 
spicuous. No matter what is the cause of your 
deafness—cases considered hopeless are now 
benefitting (so-called ““ Stone Deafness "). This is 
the complete answer to your needs whatever you 
have tried or are using. Even if the drums are 
perforated or removed, bone conduction means 
that you hear by bone contact—no need to use 
your ears at all. 


CALL, Write or "Phone for FREE TEST 

309, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1 
(Coloured building & 
square clock) 


Mayfair 1380/1718 


Birmingham, Bristol 
Cardiff, Exeter : : 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Hull, 

icester, Liv 5 
Manchest :t 


ester : : 


the building trade. It contains all the information 

necessary in a concise form. The theoretical side has 

not been dealt with as this is easily accessible in larger 

volumes. The working carpenter will find many useful 

hints all tested in the author’s experience. 

Rayrmont (T.) Modern Education: Its Aims 
and Methods. Longmans. 7s. 6d. 

The author has aimed at giving a clear statement 
of the best educational thought of the present time. 
Although intended primarily for the young teacher 
or Student training for that profession every one inter- 
eSted in this subjed from whatever angle will find much 
of value. 


Roype-SmirH (Naomi) Van Lords, or The 
Sport: of Removing. London, Barker. 


net. 

Written in the same inimitable style as her previous 
“ Pilgrim from Paddington,” this is a delightful account 
of house hunting and removal of furniture. The 
illustrations by A. Savory are worthy of the text. 
Scorr (Sir Samuel) The Exemplary Mr. Day. 

Illus. Faber. 8s. 6d. net. 

Although Sandford and Merton has long been a 
classic in juvenile literature yet there has only been one 
full-length biography of the author in recent years. 
This was an American publication, now out of print 
and inaccessible to English readers, so that the reading 

blic, owe a debt of gratitude to Sir S. H. Scott for 
— compiled this sound and eminently readable 
biography of a man who was an interesting character 
even apart from his one masterpiece. 


Spens (Janet, M.A., D.Litt.) Spenser’s Faerie 
Queene. An Interpretation. Arnold and 
Co. 8s. 6d. net. 

At attempt to prove that the Faerie Queene was 
intended as a philosophical poem, the aim of which was 
“The apprehension, description and organisation of 
the inner world, i.¢., the Mind. The author maintains 
that the final book which would have made the whole 
poem intelligible is missing. The argument may 
appear far-fetched and similar to the Baconian hypo- 
thesis but it is undoubtedly an important contribution 
to Spenserian criticism. 

STRAUMANN (Heinrich) Newspaper Headlines, 
A Study in Linguistic Method. Allen and 
Unwin. tos. net. 

An examination of the newspaper headline gives 
rise to many trains of thought covering a very wide 
field ; all of these receive full treatment. There isa 
very interesting account of the development in early 
journalism, the author finds in the first example in 1622, 
followed by an elaborate analysis of the present-day 
headlines from the foint of view of grammar, psycho- 
logical effeét, etc. Their influence on modern English 
idiom is shown to be considerable. An unusual book 


“* wonder what it is all about.” To be recommended 

for the library shelves. . 

Tuomas (E. E.) A Prelude to Religion, 
Unicorn Press. 12s. 6d. net. 

Dr. Thomas realising that there is to-day a real 
revolution in moral principles has set himself to show 
how this will in turn affeé the attitude of Man towards 
God. He denies that moral decadence is setting in 
but rather that there is evolved a subtler and more 
complicated relationship between Man and God. An 
important book for all those striving to interpret the 
religious life of to-day. 

Trease (Geoffrey) Walking in England. 
Illus. Fenland Press. Paper, 2s.; cloth, 
38. net. 

The author has given personal narratives of walk- 
ing in the most beautiful distri€ts in England and 

ales. It combines the Style of a literary work, with 
the detail of a guide book, and information as to 
walking invaluable to the hiker. The most attractive 
of the recent books on the subjeét. 

TuRNER (Elsie Grey) The Casting of a Pebble, 
Newcastle, Reid. 8s. 6d. net. 

A very good travel book of its kind, the author 
covering a wide area in Asia, Europe and America, 
in which she met many celebrities. Although not of 
any gfeat profundity this account should make an 
interesting commentary to more serious Studies of 
special aspeéts of the present-day world problems. 
Wa.po.e (Hugh) and others. Tendencies of 

the Modern Novel. Allen and Unwin. 


38. 6d. net. 

Essays by eight writers with international = 
tions including Luigi Pirandello. The work of the 
more promising younger writers has received special 
attention. 
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% which will appeal to many (amounting to millions) 
pb 3 who look at newspaper headlines every day and 
Newcastle:  THEWORDS GREATEST HEARING | 
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Wuart I Want From Lire. Edited by E. G. 


Cousins. Allen and Unwin. 3s. 6d. net. 

After a careful consideration of the desires of 
such famous people as Gracie Fields, Seymour Hicks, 
Fay Compton, Leslie Howard and Jessie Matthews— 
to mention a few of them—the conclusion arrived at 
is their comparative “‘ wantlessness.” Paul Robeson 
has the commendable wish to keep his care 
“| want to be African,” he writes. Miss Gracie Fie 
wants “‘ to do nowt,” Miss Fay Compton wants cruelty 
to stop, Mr. Seymour Hicks desires naturalness. Mr. 
Leslie Howard does not want to be an a&tor. Perhaps 
if these fifteen interesting people had said, “‘ I want to 
be my best self,”” they would have settled the whole 
matter, but it would not have been half as entertaining. 


(Clough) and SuMMERSON 
(John) Archite&ture Here and Now. Illus. 


Nelson. 7s. 6d. net. 

Archite€&ture has been too long hampered by 
excessive regard to tradition. This is an account of 
modern revolutionary movements, which seek to 
build modern buildings so as best to fulfil their purposes. 
The illustrations give numerous examples of recently 
erefted cinemas, theatres, blocks of flats, faétories, 
schools, etc. 

Woopwarp (Marcus) A Key to the Country- 
side. London, Blackie. 5s. net. 

An account of the life of birds, beasts, flowers and 
insets, month by month through the year. It makes 
very seasonable reading for it Starts with January, 
instead of as in the case of most nature books, waiting 
until Spring is more advanced. 

Woo.tey (R. van der Riet) A Key to the 
Stars. Illus. Blackie. 5s. net. 

A simple yet scientific guide to the Constellations, 

The star maps will be of great use to the amateur 


astronomer. 
FICTION. 


BEAMAN (Jack) Sally, The Little Lady. Stock- 


well. 6s. net. 

A Story, beginning in the middle of the nine- 
teenth century, of a married couple with one daughter 
who emigrate to Australia. There the daughter 
marries a good-for-nothing and brings up her children 
in difficult and often miserable circumstances. A long, 
drawn-out tale of life and the war. In the end “ 
clouds had rolled away.” 

Beer (Alec) The Foot of Time. Barron. 
7s. 6d. net. 

This story opens in Northern Indian tea-gardens, 
a new background, but unfortunately we are switched 
off at page 40 when a breach occurs between Sir Bruce 
Arbuthnot and his wife Clare, and Clare goes off to 
Australia. A son is born and de goes off to marry a 
chieftain’s daughter in the South Sea Islands. Fortu- 
nately a hurricane removes his wife and child in time for 
him to be rescued by aeroplane by the white woman 
he really loves. From this brief account it will be 
obvious that the story is a breathless one, and apart 
from a few split infinitives and minor errors of the 
kind, is readable. In the end Sir Bruce and Clare are 
reunited in the presence of their son, Half-a-dozen 


novels might have been made from such material, and 

if each had been carefully worked up the author’s 

reputation would surely have been enhanced. 

Browne (Douglas G.) The “ Looking-Glass ” 
Murders. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 


One murder after another and a big surprise at the 
end. A new use for “Alice.” 

Buck (Pearl S.) A House Divided. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The last of the trilogy which concerns the Wang family. 
Mrs, Buck knows her China and her earlier novels on 
the same lines were greatly commended. In this one 
we find the father of the family, The Tiger, grown old 
and in turn resenting in his son, Yuan, the very traits 
of charaéter he himself in his young days. 
There is much about revolution and struggle oa Yuan 
finds it better to return to the parental fold, but not for 
po dan 2 go wrong and in the end he has to stand 
on his own feet with the girl of his choice. 

Carrrak (Elizabeth) Lady by Marriage. Mills 
and Boon. 7s. 6d. net. 

A young do@tor is called to the bedside of a dying 
woman and adopts her little girl. So far not a new 
idea. Later he falls in love with his adopted daughter. 
The same remark applies. Readers, however, will like 
the way the Story is worked out. It is well written, 
frank and true to life. 

CARLETON (Lilian G.) Unto the Skies. Illus. 

Pickering and Inglis. 3s. 6d. net. 

True Stories—in some cases under a slight disguise 
—of things that happened in the course of the author’s 
work at Memorial Hospital of the Medical College 
at Ludhiana. Missionary work among India’s women 
and children. 

Courtenay (Thomas G.) The Fayole Formula. 

London, Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

These bits of paper with secret formulae are the 
very devil. Secret Service men, criminals and the 
hero and his friends all mixed in a wonderful confusion, 
and then by the genius of the writer disentangled and 
the world is coved tae. Hoorah ! ! 

De Vaupa (F. W.) The Reckless Company. 

London, Nelson. 7s. 6d. net. 

Here is a good story for those who like historical 
scenes of battle and tregsure-seecking during the 
Conquest of Peru in the sixteenth century. The hero 
is Francisco Pizarro his love Story with Nusta 
ends in tragedy. There is an Appendix giving the 
value of ransom money. Fiéion worth keeping to 


read again. 
Dunninc (Hal) The Wolf Deputy. Ward 
Lock. 38. 6d. net. 

We always welcome Stories of “ White Wolf” 
and in the role of law officer he is doubly alluring. The 
long, long trail, the lightning rush of the woll k, 
bandits and hold-ups add excitement to excitement. 
Fraser (Allan) Herd of the Hills. Chambers. 

7s. 6d. net. 

A fine and breezy description of the West Highland 
Glens, with true atmosphere and charaéterisation. A 
ae Story which shows much promise for the 
author’s future work. He should go far. 
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Gask (Arthur) The Hidden Door. London, 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Gilbert Larose, the famous Australian deteétive, 
has been in some extraordinary cases in his time, but 
Mr. Gask has never recorded a more curious one than 
that of The Hidden Door. 

GoopcuiLp (George) McLean Prevails. Ward 
Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

Chief Inspector McLean had some very interesting 
problems during this period of his career. Some of them 
would certainly have been utilized by other chroniclers 
as the bases for full-length books, but Mr. Goodchild 
is content to give us the short account at which he is 
so good and which keeps the interest from flagging. 
Hepces (Sid G.) Diamond Duel. Jenkins. 

7s. 6d. net. 

Cairo, England, a mighty diamond that has a 
power over greedy men which leads them to death 
and destruétion. 

Jerson (Edgar) An Accidental Don Juan. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Jepson is well up to form in this quite amusi 
record of Peter Paton’s adventures in the “ quiet” 
village on the North Sea Coast. What with Girts 
feaps, please Mr. Printer], murderers and smugglers, 

sure had a giddy time. But he got his First in spite 
of the Dean. 
Lavine (Robert) They Stuck at Nothing. 


Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

They didn’t. But it all came right. 

MACGILL (Patrick) The Glen of Carra. Jenkins, 
7s. 6d. net. 

A real Irish love Story set in the country that the 
author knows and loves so well. 

Martyn (Wyndham) The Spies of Peace. 
London, Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Another Story of the blackguard spies and the 
angelic Secret Service men. The amateur is of course 
a great success in the latter capacity. 
MayYHEw (Joyce) Storme Haven. Barker. 

8s. 6d. net. 

A discursive Story of the life of Janet Perry, who 
goes as governess to the Stormes of Storme Haven, 
an aristocratic family in California. Very readable 
and shows a different side of San Francisco life than 
that usually associatedwith the film stories of Hollywood. 
Russet (J. P.) Who Wins ? Jenkins. 7s. 6d. 

net. 

Roddy Hamilton is a rich man about town. His 
wife, Claire, is as decorative as her house and furniture, 
but he is tired of her coldness. Then he meets Molly, 
the impecunious Lord Barling’s attractive daughter. 
Even when they are free to marry things do not go 
right. It takes disaster and suffering to bring thém into 
real love and harmony. 

SHarpe (Leonard) Catchpenny. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The author was once on the staff of the Review of 
Reviews where he certainly gained an insight into 


journalism and publicity of which he makes good use 
in this novel. The advertising crowd is made up of 
all sorts, and Mr. Sharpe cleverly depicts his types, 
po ogee fascinating are the peeps into a circularising 

, where envelope addressing is done from direc- 
tories, though the prices charged for the work are at 
the high rates for names from highly specialised lists, 
The charaéter of Cuthbert Tappintoe, Publicity Consul- 
tant, is a veritable creation, 


Stone (Irving) Lust for Life. The Novel of 
Vincent Van Gogh. Bodley Head. 8s. 6d, 


net. 
The present vogue for novels with a central his- 
torical character is here well exemplified. The author 
has taken the great painter, Vincent Van Gogh (1853- 
1890), as his central figure and builds on his tragi 
life-Story a really remarkable book. The life is divided 
into eight periods, and the last portion deals with the 
painter’s Struggle against ill-health and madness. 


STRAHAN (K. Cleaver) The Hobgoblin Murder, 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

The old house with its queer inhabitants, the 
Strange murders and the stranger solution, are all here 
and although the setting is familiar the story is some- 
what fresh but not particularly pleasant. 
Vincent (Lady Kitty) An Untold Tale, 

Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Three lines of doggerel found by a landlady half 
burnt in the grate, set Gyp and the Bear hunting for 
things that were being sought for by the British Secret 
Service. It took Gyp to Scotland, to Heligoland, 
amidst fearsome adventure, and at last back to her 
cottage and her pet dog Kholo, and Indian pony, 
Neujeunee. 

Wextts (Carolyn) The Visiting Villain. Lippin- 
cott. 7s. 6d. net. 

An unpleasant person who kept a pet snake and 
made three different wills on the same day was asking 
for it. But unfortunately some of his schemes came 
ungtuck, and it took all Fleming Stone’s acumen to 
put things right and get the murderer. 


Wren (P. C.) Sinbad the Soldier. Murray, 


7s. 6d. net. 

P.C. Wren, the popular, in a new line | First-hand 
local colour in the Sahara, in Mecca, journeying in the 
retinue of a Moroccan Kaid. Exciting experiences 
after enlisting in the Life Guards, different in quality 
but equally entertaining with those earlier sea-adven- 
tures of the same hero in the windjammer Valkyrie. 
No need to recommend the novel; it recommends 
itself, 


Yoxaut (H. W.) A Respectable Man. Barker. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Was he so very respeétable after all? By name 
Adrian Bond, by nature a dreamer, he is forced into the 
business of publisher whilst desiring to be a great 
novelist. Married and with children dependent on 
him he is forced to buckle to and become commer- 
cialised. But a few romantic episodes grace his path 
nevertheless. A well written story, though not a new 
theme, 
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JUVENILES. 


Hous (Christina) Wonder Tales of the British 
Empire. Illus. Manchester, Sherratt and 
Hughes. 33. 6d. net. 

A colleétion of folk tales from all the colonies in 
the Empire, charmingly retold, with introductory 
matter Stressing the part pla by these Stories in 
developing patriotism in the boy or girl reader. An 
original and admirable story book for children. 


McTaccart (Lt.-Col. M. F.) Horsemanship 
for Boys and Girls. Illus. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A thoroughly praétical book for any child fortunate 
enough to havea pony. A good deal of the information 
will be of value to the adult horseman. Any boy or girl 
who has mastered this book should be capable of 
looking after a pony or horse. 


Pryor (Ethne) The Blue Rabbit. _ Illus. 
Methuen. 5s. net. 


A very attraétive juvenile about Luke, a seven- 
year old youngster, and his rabbits. He gets into a 

ic country and becomes acquainted with a blue 
mbbit, who befriends him and introduces him to other 
interesting friends. An original Story, which deserved 
the prize it won in the publisher’s competition for 
juvenile books. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


BLACKWELL. Miscellany of New Foreign 
Books, 1935. Thirtieth Miscellany of Second-hand 
Books, 1935.—BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, Dec,, 1934, Jan., 1935.— 
COMPANY REGISTRATIONS, 1934 (Jordan and 
Sons, Ltd.).—-COOKERY Books to help you cat, drink, 
and entertain (Whitaker)—INDIAN LIBRARY 
JOURNAL, Dec., 1934.—LIBRARIAN, Dec., 1934, 
Jan., 1935.—LIBRARY ASSISTANT, Dec., 1934, 
Jan., 1935.—LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, 
Dec., 1934, Jan., 1935.—LIBRARY JOURNAL, Dec. 
15th, 1934, Jan. rst, Jan. 15th, 1935.—LOVAT 
DICKSON’S MAGAZINE, Dec., 1934, Jan., 1935.— 
MADRAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION SIXTH 
ANNUAL REPORT, 1934.—MORE BOOKS. The 
Bulletin of the Boston Public Library, Nov., Dec., 1934. 
—READER’S REVIEW, Wellington Public Lib- 
raries, Aug., Sept., 1934.—ST. LOUIS PUBLIC 
LIBRARY MONTHLY BULLETIN, Sept.-Oct., 
1934. SCIENCE PROGRESS, Jan., 1935.—WILSON 
BULLETIN, Oct., Nov., Dec., 1934, Jan., 1935. 


The Library Association 
Examinations 

THE next Examinations will be held in May. 
Entries on the official form must be sent to the 
office of the Library Association, Chaucer 


House, Malet Place, London, W.C.1, to reach 
the Secretary not later than March 30th, 1935. 


The Library Association 
North-Western Branch 


THe annual meeting of the North-Western 
Branch of the Library Association was held 
on Wednesday, January 23rd, at the Rochdale 
Art Gallery. Over 90 members attended, and 
previous to the meeting an inspeétion of the 
Central Library was made, when they were 
shown the effeéts of the recent re-organisation 
of the lending department. On assembling 
at the Art Gallery, the delegates were cordially 
welcomed by the Mayor (Councillor Ash- 
worth Ashworth, J.P.) and the Chairman of the 
Libraries and Art Gallery Committee (Alder- 
man C. E, Dearden). Mr. J. Pomfret (Chief 
Librarian, Preston), the president of the 
branch, acknowledged the welcome, and paid 
tribute to the work of Rochdale’s librarian, 
Mr. C. Stott, for his valuable work in con- 
nection with the establishment of the North- 
Western regional scheme. 

This scheme formed the subject of the 
discussion introduced by Mr. C. Nowell, 
Chief Librarian of Manchester. He said that 
as the demands on the resources of the National 
Central Library were becoming increasingly 
difficult to meet, the need for regional library 
services was becoming more and more appar- 
ent. The system was an attempt to solve the 
problem of how to get books from where 
they were not wanted at the moment to where 
they were needed by the serious student, and 
in the North-Western Area 72 local authorities 
had pledged themselves to support the scheme. 

Mr. Nowell outlined the plan for the 
preparation of the catalogue, towards the cost 
of which a sum of £2,000 had been granted 
by the Carnegie Trustees. The Manchester 
libraries catalogue was to be taken as a base, 
and other librarie$ were to be asked which of 
the books they possessed, and also what other 
books they which Manchester had not. 
In regard to this latter point, Mr. Nowell 
patticularly emphasised the value of special 
collections. Concluding his remarks, he paid 
a high tribute to the work of Mr. C. Stott, 
Mr. Hamer, and Mr. Cowley, in the prepara- 
tion of the scheme. 

The only other matter for discussion was 
the question of establishing a municipal seétion 
of the Library Association. This was raised 
by Mr. J. W. Singleton, who said that Municipal 
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Libraries had really built up the Library 
Association, but little opportunity was afforded 
at the conferences for the discussion of purely 
municipal problems. It was resolved that 
this question be referred to the Council of the 
branch for consideration and report. 

At the close of the meeting the dele- 

tes were entertained to tea at the Town 
Hall by the Mayor, and Mr. Shaw, former 
Chief Librarian of Liverpool, expressed the 
visitors’ warm appreciation of the Mayor’s 
hospitality, to which Councillor Ashworth 
suitably replied. 

WEST MIDLANDS MEETING. 

Ar a joint meeting of the Birmingham and 
Distri€&t Branch and the Midland Division of 
the A.A.L. Seétion at Stourbridge on Wednes- 
day, December 12th, 1934, the proceedings 
opened with an inspection of the Public 
Library, one of the early “open access” 
libraries of the country. Members found the 
recent re-decoration of the library in light 
colours very effective. 

The visit to the Borough Gas Works 
which followed proved one of the most 
attractive “ factory” visits in the history of 
the two associations, largely because of the 
enthusiastic manner in which Mr. C. H. 
Webb, the Engineer and Manager, took pains 
to make the visit interesting. 

After this visit the party gathered at the 
Municipal Buildings in Mary Stevens Park, 
where, in according a civic welcome, the 
Mayor (Councillor G. Wright) spoke with 
rare understanding of the work of libraries 
and librarians. Mr. H. M. Cashmore, F.L.A. 
(City Librarian, Birmingham), in responding, 
expressed pleasure at finding one not inti- 
mately connected with libraries who 
so keen an appreciation of the value of their 
work. Tea was provided through the kind 
hospitality of the Mayor, thanks being 
accorded on the proposition of Mr. H. Grindle 
(Inspe&tor of Lending Libraries, Birmingham), 
seconded by Councillor Lacon (Oldbury). 


Correspondence 
The Editor, THe Lisrary Wor - 
Sir, January 19th, 1935. 
THE CULT OF THE SPECIALIST. 
I have read Mr. Hargreaves’ article with 
much interest. Let me say at once that I agree 


with much of what he has said about the short. 
comings of the specialist. The purpose of 
this letter, however, is to reply, in as brief a 
manner as possible, to his criticism of my 
previous remarks on the subjeé. 

In the first place, I did not mean, when] 
said “an assistant should be encouraged tg 
specialise in his reading,” that he should 
cultivate one definite subject, such as Aviation; 
to the exclusion of all others. Indeed, J 
Stressed the fact that the librarian should not 
be expected to have a minute knowledge of 
technical books. What I had in mind wag 
that there are generally one or two brancheg 
of knowledge (7.e., classes of the stock) which 
appeal more particularly to an assistant thag 

e rest, and he naturally takes a somewhat 
greater interest in them, without necessarily 
losing a sane and balanced perception of the 
whole. One is keen on History and Drama; 
another on Philosophy and Religion ; a third 
is interested in Painting and Sculpture—but 
the tastes of all three intermingle. There ig 
no need for the watertight compartments ig 
which “ professional” specialists are appar 
ently enclosed. 

Secondly, I cannot agree that an assistant 
having only a vague general knowledge of 
the stock can soon satiety the wants of “ people 
having practically no acquaintance with the 
literature of their subject.” Praétical experi 
ence has proved that much time is saved by 
referring the reader to an assistant who has 
cultivated, in however small a degree, the 
subje& in question. 

Thirdly, does Mr. Hargreaves really 
think that ome person can be made responsible 
for the book-seleétion of a library with satis 
factory results? I know that small libraries 
have to cope with this problem; and I am 
not suggesting for one moment that they ame 
not well managed: but the fact that the 
is frequently discussed proves that 
ibrarians are dissatisfied with this state of 
affairs. One hopes that RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
will prove the first stepping-stone to the way 
out of the difficulty. Incidentally, Mr. Gardagt 
tells us, in the January Library Association Recor; 
that a short list of specialists has been drawal 
up, presumably to help in compiling this ligt 
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